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Smoothing the pathway : To let our soul shine, make our life better and harmonious,
and enrich our knowledge through Qu'ran and Hadith.

[6 Find more up-coming events and events’ photos on HKIYA Facebook
Hong Kong Islamic Youth Association (HKIYA) Eﬁ E'JHK'YA Facebook?ﬁ%%%%ﬁ%@]‘;\ﬁ%\ﬂ]*%%*ﬁﬁ'

{FE& 58D ® SERVING the community

EXE)INE ° SMOOTHING the pathway

THE PRICE OF LIBERTY

A prisoner once said :" There is nothing more precious than
freedom, without it there would be no meaning to life" Most
capitalist countries promote freedom; voters have the right to
vote for whichever candidate they please. However, can it be
guaranteed that the elected representatives will keep their
promises and adhere to the principles of fairness and impartiality ?

Frankly, we don't have much freedom in this life. From rules at
home and school to company policies and country laws, we have to
abide by different regulations our whole lives. However, everyone
wishes for different kinds of freedom. It is shown that when it
comes to respecting people's wants and right of choice, democratic
countries may be more wiling than autocratic countries. However,
can liberal democracy truly ensure happiness and security for all?

Many people think that religion, with all its outdated rules and
regulations, is a restriction. Numerous atheists think that as
civilised people, we are free to live as we like as long as it doesn't
hurt others. Appearances are regarded as symbols of status that
signify personalities, hence, we can often see the youth recklessly
showing off their flashy outfits. Their constant need to follow the
latest fashion, the seemingly unending piles of clothes; do these
really make them feel more joy?

Those living in free countries believe that freedom of speech is
valuable; most love to criticise others since they know there
won't be repercussions. As long as they make sure their words
have no legal liability, even some organisations propagate false
information. In fact, how much of the information we receive
daily is factual and how much is actually misleading? Surely,
powerful people are capable of modifying vital information.

article by Sr. Syddeqah

=
i3 BHR translated by Sr. HIRA Khan

HIRA Khan #5&f

History has shown how fights for freedom and democracy have
led to riots and war; can freedom really bring peace to the
world? Some abuse freedom as a tool to meet their own desires
and become rich. How many people can actually understand the
meaning of freedom? Allah (SWT) has given man free will to
choose between good and evil, at the same time, warned us to
obey Him (SWT). We should beware of our choices and not
forget that we cannot escape His (SWT) judgment.

Only when we are able to understand the real meaning of
freedom, can we live comfortably in this life. Nowadays, people
constantly mention human rights and democracy, but where
can you obtain this freedom you speak of? Although you may
think that we are entitled to do as we please regardless of the
consequences, the fact is that there are responsibilities and
obligations behind our freedom. In the end, those abusing their
freedom for committing evil deeds will lose their freedom in the
hereafter and hell will be their final destination. When faced with
death, what use will be your current so-called freedom?

You may feel that religion is restricting your freedom. With so many
rights and wrongs, all the rules are hard to follow. You may let your
desires control you since it is an easier and happier solution.
However, can this ensure a happy hereafter as well? Is your reckless
behaviour bringing you peace? In fact, all our behaviours, from
our birth till our death, are being recorded by angels. Those who
fear Allah (SWT) and do good deeds are the successful ones; their
peace of mind and soul is the freedom we are so eager for. Faith is
what protects us from all worries, a Muslim pursuits for a pious life
rather than a superficial one so that they may be protected from
sufferings in the hereafter as well.
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HKIYA held its 42th Annual General Meeting on 27th December 2014
The following sisters and brothers were elected to serve the Association in 2015 :
AER2014E 12827087 BNEBEFEERS
ENEUTH—EREERELE:
o . ] N\
Chairperson EJ& Br. Mohamad Zaig ALl 28
Vice-chairlady gIF&E Sr. HIRA Khan stk
Internal Secretary RFEHE Haiji TO Kwok Sai, Ali #+FHE H=E
External Secretary NF&TRE Sr. WONG Pan Pan =38 Wik
Treasurer B]&E Sr TUET King Ping, Sharifa RRER Wik
Public Relation Officer /. Bi3E4E Sr. Sharifa LEUNG ZETE ik
Welfare Officer {&F31F Sr. AHMAD Rida Nisar BREEHE stk
Publication Officer HEREAE Sr. Syddeqgah YUEN Z=3888% ik
Cultural & Educational Officer X E4E Br. RAZI Raza Nasir 7235
Recreation Officer B4t I{F Br. ALl Waqgas 7z
Quarter Master #8733/t Sr. Amirah HA T&ZsE8 fi ik

The Hong Kong Islamic Youth Associations Annual Dinner was held on 27th December
2014, at the Indian Recreational Club. The event was well attended by around 100
members and friends of HKIYA.

The night began with the recitation from the Holy Quran by Qari Rashid Nomani. This
was followed by a speech from newly elected chairman of HKIYA, Brother Zaiq Ali. He
welcomed the members and friends present at the event with thanked them, many of
whom have a close relationship with the Hong Kong Islamic Youth Association.
Furthermore, he shared the vision and mission of the association and pledged for
support from members to reshape the image of Muslims in Hong Kong by joining
hands with HKIYA.

The evening was enjoyed with delicious buffet dinner and lucky draws prizes. The
event ended with a Dua by Qari Attig-ur-Rehman. The association would like to thank
the members of Annual Dinner committee, who ensured the smooth running of the
event. Also thanks must be extended to Br. J Moosa, whose tireless efforts resulted in
a successful night.
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HONG KONG ISLAMIC YOUTH ASSOCIATION & B P ESFEIRE

Message from the Chair

Assalamu Alaikum!

The year 2015 has brought lots of challenges for Muslims in
particular. With the recent uncivilized and unjustifiable actions
taking place against Islam, Muslims ought to keep aside the
trivial differences and unite under the umbrella of Tawheed and
Sunnah. This is a test from Allah the Almighty and we need to
organize and prepare ourselves. It's time to tell the world who
is Beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) and how great he is, through propagation and
good manners.

HKIYA has ambitiously designed a three-year plan, which
includes several major projects covering the fields of education
and Dawabh to recreation, one of which will be the new series of
the HKIYA Islamic Online Video Channel (OVC). We aim at
reshaping the image of the Muslim community through different

MEREE HEEH!
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And you see the mountains, thinking them rigid, while they will pass as the passing of clouds. [lt is] the
work of Allah , who perfected all things. Indeed, He is Acquainted with that which you do.

Surat An-Naml (The Ant) 27:88
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(CEBAAR) 27588

Return Address : P O Box 47110, Morrison Hill Post Office,
G/F, 28 Oi Kwan Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong.

ways and we sincerely seek your support in
reaching to the community to make a difference.

Lastly, let us all strive in the path of the Almighty to
better ourselves as Muslims, as individuals and
strive for a better community.
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The Hong Kong Islamic Youth Association (HKIYA) was founded in 1973 by the grace of Allah Almighty. On 26th of
May 1999, the Association succeeded in incorporating as a Limited Company by Guarantee under the Companies
Ordinance. The Association is also recognized by the Inland Revenue Department as a charitable organization.

Our aims are to promote Islamic teachings and brotherhood among Muslim youth and the community in Hong Kong
s0 as to seek the pleasure of Allah Almighty, following the example of Beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace and
blessings be upon him), the Companions of the Prophet and guidance in the Holy Quran.
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WELCOME TO CONTACT US ER:DAH B2 3R P
Bt Tel: (852) 2892 0021 E&L Email: hkiya@hkiya.org.hk
fBHFax: (852) 2838 4337 #ht Website: www.hkiya.org.hk

ik EAEEFEEEA05E BHEFET MERERBRO8E Br. Zaiqui

Address : 8/F, Masjid Ammar & O.R.S. Islamic Centre, 40 Oi Kwan Road, Wanchai, H.K.
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Sharing the moment : Share the joy of Muslim life; we encourage young people to share their thoughts;

and learn to respect and accept each other's values and ideas through communication.

LISTEN TO 48 (1O ZE 4% M) ﬂ
"SPIRITUAL OASIS" 4 =1

—-— /
Hong Kong people living in hustle and bustle community that make us
always feel exhausted to run for our living. So how to find an oasis of mind
in such a great and vast desert and let our hearts be consolation? In order
to find out the answer many people will try to search the answer from
different scriptures and religions.

Base on this, Metro Radio invited different religious speakers to share and
put themselves on their religious beliefs to get a positive thinking way
from their religious feelings of life in the "spiritual oasis" column.

For our Islamic programme, we broadcast on every Thursday night from
9:00-11:00 pm, you can listen to the "spiritual oasis" column via mobile by
downloading Metro plus apps, or directly log in www.metroradio.com.hk
to listen online playback or recording replay.

InshaAllah! | hope the "spiritual oasis" platform can help to elaborate the
cognition from the audience about the reality of Islam through Imam and
our muslim brother and sister religious knowledge. Most of the contents
are come from the doctrine of Islam, | think this is a good opportunity to
reach the effectiveness of Dawah.

ﬁ ?H% ?(U ® SHARING the moment

BT thik article by Sr. Aisha Frances Yeung
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You are welcome to submit articles for the HKIYA's newsletter STRIVE
guilisia

AR EEE F Please email the article to: hkiya@hkiya.org.hk
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1. The "Sharing the moments" column welcomes to all members; to submit their articles in English and Chinese
(Word-limit for Chinese is 500).

2. The editor of the newsletter reserves the right to edit the submitted article; even with the changes, we will
preserve the stance and main points of the article.

3. Writers must provide their real name and contact information in their submissions to HKIYA, however writers
can still use their pen names in their writings. HKIYA reserves the right not to publish articles without notice.
Articles submitted may also not be returned back to the writers.

4. Please Note: If your article is published in our newsletter, HKIYA will own the publishing rights of the articles
for reproduction or publishing to both the local and overseas media (including electronic media such as
websites, social media, etc). The association will not in any way affect the interests and copyright of the writer.

Knowing the Hong Kong Muslims

article by Sr. Quafae Akkouh

Ouafae Akkouh = Sk
uafae Akkouh %% TR translated by Sr. Syddeqah Yuen

My name is Ouafae Akkouh and | am a Dutch girl with Moroccan origin.
| was born in the Netherlands and grew up in Amsterdam. My parents are
both from Morocco; | am proud to be born as a Muslim, Alhamdulillah!

| have been living in Hong Kong since this August for my nine months
internship in the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK). | will complete
my final project here in order to receive my bachelor degree. Before | came
to Hong Kong, | thought there were not many Muslim living here. During
the first week | arrived here, | was so happy to meet sister Hira. | felt some
kind of connection because we have the same religion background. She
told me about the local Muslim community’s development history and
introduced the mosques here. | was really surprised that the local Muslim
population is actually more than | expected. Besides, | am so glad that the
Muslim and the non-Muslim can lived in harmony with respect.

In the Netherlands or some other Western countries, Muslims are treated
disrespectfully. For example, it is very hard for a woman who wears a hijab
to find a job. A lot of Dutch people or Western people think that the hijab
is suppression for the Muslim women. That is is one of the reasons they are
against Islam. They also associate terrorism with Islam as they think that
the religion teaching is based on that. In the Netherlands we have a
populist politician, Geert Wilders, a founder and leader of the Party for
Freedom. He has campaigned to stop what he views as the “Islaminisation
of the Netherlands” He compares the Quran with Mein Kamp and has
campaigned to have the book banned. Because of this a lot of
non-Muslims are judging Muslims and discriminate against them.
However | am still grateful that | am a Muslim.

| was so glad to join the Eid-ul-Adha prayer in Wanchai Mosque and
enjoyed the buffet lunch, which was organized by HKIYA, together with
other Muslim sisters and brothers. Alhamdulillah, we shared our life and
felt very blessed on that day!
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Tunisia |

When you think about Tunisia, what comes to mind?
Endless sky-blue ocean, white-washed houses framed by
turquoise window trellises, Southern Tunisia where the
movie series, Star Wars was filmed, healthy and savory
Mediterranean cuisines, Arabic style coffee and exotic mint
tea, well-preserved Roman ruins, and mysterious Sahara
Desert attractions are not adequate to describe the beauty
of this interesting Islamic Mediterranean region. Tunisia, a
culture-rich country with European passion and Islamic
heritage has more than you can imagine!

A Brief Glimpse at Tunisian Culture

These are only a few of the enchanting symbols of Tunisian
heritage and culture. For women'’s dress, besides the
option of modern taste style, some old generations wear a
long white gown as a traditional windbreaker. A variety of
the souvenirs including ceramics, handmade carpets, sand
roses, copper and brass, art of haggling, metal trays and
jugs, birds’ cages with lace designs, dates, fan, plush
camels, and Tunisian baskets etc. were displayed to
intrigue avid tourists’ shopping desire.

Due to their rich history and transnational connections,
Tunisians seem to be born with open minds when adapting
to other cultures and adapting them in their lifestyles.
Tunisia’s geographical location ushered many different races,
and some have entered and persisted in the country. It was
said that the original population was Berber from the south
region. The Phoenicians were the pioneers who settled
Carthage, and later on it was taken over by Rome. Under the
Roman’s ruling for several centuries, Christianity was spread
around the country. However, after the decline of the
Romans, Vandals invaded followed by Byzantine. Muslim
Arabs finally came to replaced Byzantine. This is also the
beginning of Islam practiced in Tunisia. After 1574, Tunisia
was incorporated into the Ottoman Empire until the French
colonized Tunisia during the period of 1881-1956. Because of
the French colonization, French slowly becomes the second
language in Tunisia where the majority of Tunisians can
speak fluent French. Until 1956, Tunisia declared its
independence from France and became a Repblic.

Life Style in Tunisia

Unlike Asian people ad hoc Asian females who are usually
well prepared to fight the sun during summer with all the
sunscreen products including piles of cream and sunblock
wears, Tunisians enjoy the sun and love all kinds of summer
activities such as swimming, diving, and sunbathing. In
addition, perching in a backyard and having a sip of local

mint tea or Arab coffee with a variety of Tunisian sweets in
the late afternoon is a must during summer time. Tunisians
like to gather with family and friends. They believe that
huddling together with their loved ones brings close bonds.
Staying close to their kinship not only reveals their care and
love, it is also strongly influenced by their Islamic values.

Whilst it is rare to see local Tunisians dining out with family,
they prefer to stay home and have home meals with their
family members or friends. It is most likely a sumptuous feast
when you are invited for a meal by a local family. The typical
local food you can’t miss is Couscous, a traditional wheat
cuisine cooked by steaming. It is served with meat or fish with
stewed vegetables. Also, two types of salad you must try are
Slata Tunsiya and Slata Mishwiyya. Tajine is a popular North
African cuisine but different from the Moroccan Tajine, a
slow-cooked savory stews made with meat, poultry, or fish
together with vegetables, fruits, or nuts. Tunisian Tajine is
more like an Italian Frittata. Generally speaking, Tunisian
cooking style is more based on stewed food and salad, which
provides a healthier option for the gourmets.

Most-visited attractions

There are some interesting spots in Tunisia. Such Kairouan
Masjid, it also known as the Mosque of Ugba, one of the
oldest mosques in the world and established by the Arab
general Ugba ibn Nafi in 670 AD. The Kairouan Mosque has
massive space including a prayer hall, a huge marble-paved
courtyard and a vast square minaret. It presents both Islamic
art and architecture in Tunisia. Sidi Bou Said is another
good place to visit, this interesting name is actually for a
religious figure, who lived there. Many tourists are fascinated
by its typical Mediterranean architecture with cobbled
streets lined with white-painted houses framed by blue
lattices. On the top of the cliff is where you can gaze at
colorful Tunisian villages and beautiful Mediterranean Sea
jovially. Roman Ruins of Carthage was the city of the
Phoenicians. The atmospheric ruins are located in the
suburbs of Tunis, the capital of Tunisia. EI Jem is the world’s
best-preserved Roman amphitheater. You can take a stroll
under the arena and imagine yourself as the gladiator or
climb to the top seating tiers and imagine the battles at the
old time. Hammamet is like Hawaii but has much more to
discover. It offers tourists clean beaches and bright blue sea
to enjoy their sunbathing. Some traditional parades with
Tunisian musical instruments and dancing performance can
be seen around the streets of Hammamet. Last but not least,
Grand Erg Oriental (sandy desert) has always been a
mysterious and beautiful land. The most scenic corner of
the desert is the field of sand dunes. These sand dunes are
superb landscape. The Sahara Desert covers the southern
part of Tunisia and this landscape attracts plenty of visitors
come here for a camel ride and sunset watching.

Tunisia is a welcoming and tourist-friendly country located
in North Africa. With its enriched culture influenced by
Europe and Islam, it acts as a thesaurus from which you can
uncover cultural customs, history of ancient civilization,
hybrid food habits, and magnificent natural landscapes. It
is definitely worth visiting in your lifetime.
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Seeing the muslim world: China and Muslims around the world of life, social and religious current issues,
giving the reader a reflection and space to think.
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