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Message from the Chairman  Assalamu Alaikum!

I am pleased to inform our members, friends and readers that
HKIYA'’s Islamic Online Video Channel has successfully started
with full swing. We will be posting up new videos to our newly
customized YouTube channel.

At the moment, when we are actively preparing for our upcoming
Muslim Youth Training Camp, we have also been actively promoting
Islam and responding to islamophobic issues by writing to
government departments and the media, by participating in radio
talks, and conducting workshops on Islam at universities. In
addition, a vast number of local tertiary students have been
approahing us for inquiry on contemporary Islamic issues.

Furthermore, as mentioned in our previous publication, HKIYA
will be reaching out to local Chinese community to introduce the
Prophet of Mercy, Beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace & blessings
of Allah be upon him & his family) through ‘Street Dawah
Approach’ the first session was on 16th May 2015.
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Indeed in the alternation of night and day, and whatever
Allah has created in the heavens and the earth, there are
surely signs for a people who are Godwary.

Return Address : P O Box 47110, Morrison Hill Post Office,
G/F, 28 Oi Kwan Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong.

We have also started the ‘Peer Counsellor Training
Programme for Women’, aiming to empower our
Muslim sisters and enabling them to become a
productive member of the community. Let us continue
striving in the path of the Almighty to better ourselves
as Muslims and as individuals!
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Seeing the muslim world: China and Muslims around the world of life, social and religious current issues,
giving the reader a reflection and space to think.
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Moosa 225  article by Br. Jeffrey Moosa

The Islamic Centre in Exeter was established in 1978 through the great One of the Festivity Day
where people like to dress

up to the Occasion
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efforts of some Muslim businessmen and concerned students from the
University of Exeter. Since it is formation, it has grown considerably both
in its physical size and activities. And in 1999, Exeter City Council
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Exeter is a historic city in Devon, England. The city is on the River
Exe about 37 miles (60 km) northeast of Plymouth and 70 miles
(110 km) southwest of Bristol. Its population was 117,773 in 2011.
Exeter is the most south-westerly Roman fortified settlement in
Britain. It is noted that the reasons for the original settlers to
settle down on what would become modern Exeter was the

fertility of the surrounding countryside, the beautiful sceneries
along its rapid and navigable river and the ideal woodland
environment for obtaining natural resources and for hunting.
Exeter has mild wet winters and warm summers with hot and
cooler rainyspells. Temperatures do not vary much throughout
the year. July is the hottest month statistically, with an average
high of 21 °C (70 °F), and January is the coldest month, with an
average high of 8 °C (46 °F).

Although Exeter is a very small city, yet it is one of the best places to
live in the United Kingdom. It is well known for its peaceful
environment and high standard of University life. Exeter is a safe
city with relatively low crime rates, the community relationship
with the government and police are very good. The people here are
friendly, they would greet you on the street even if they don’t know
you. Women who wear hijab on the street will be immediately
recognized as Muslim. They seldom discriminate against Muslim
women. The hijab is worn by Muslim women as a symbol of
modesty and obedience. However, if a woman wear hijab on the
street in Hong Kong, people might identify her as an Indonesian
domestic helper. Moreover, the attitude of drivers in Exeter are
more polite compared to those bad drivers in Hong Kong, because
most of them would give ways to others first, especially to
pedestrian and they seldom sound their horns.

At the time of the 2011 UK census, the ethnic composition of
Exeter's population was 93.1% white with the largest minority
ethnic group being Chinese at 1.7%. The British, Irish and other
ethnic group all declined in numbers since the 2001 census (—1%,
-6% and —10% respectively) while the Chinese and other Asian
origins had the largest increases (429% and 434% respectively).
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approved the construction of a multi-purpose mosque. The new mosque
was completed in 2011 and was named the Islamic Centre of the South
West and is situated at 12-13 York Road, Exeter. The centre operate an
Islamic school, offers regular Quran classes, weekly Halgah, counseling
advice on personal and family matters.

The Islamic Centre in Exeter
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12-13 York Road, Exeter

The Muslim population in Exeter is about 1.6% of the population. That is
around 1,884 Muslims living in a very closely knitted community. During
every Jummah, more than 300 Muslims of different nationalities and
backgrounds, including immigrants from Arab nations, businessman
from the middle-east, Muslim students from around the world
attending the University of Exeter and some of English nationality
gathered for the weekly congregation in our worship of Allah (s.w.t).
This truly represented the spirit of Islam which treated mankind as
equals, irrespective of their race and colour, but only judged according to
their believe, intentions and deeds.

As mentioned the Muslim community is very closely knitted. The
ummah would arrange monthly family gatherings, visits to Muslim
families, sport activities for the Muslim youths, and Madrassah classes
The Muslim youth are also very active in community service like
collecting donations for war torn counties, community fairs event,
mosque open day. The parents also bring their children to join the
Islamic activities organized by the mosque. Getting halal food in Exeter
is also very easy because there are a substantial numbers of Turkish,
Arabic and Indian halal restaurants. Halal meat stalls and shops selling
a wide variety of halal products are also available at City Centre.

According to Qu'ran chapter 49, verses 13, “O mankind! We created
you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and made you into
nations and tribes, that ye may know each other (not that ye may
despise (each other). Verily the most honoured of you in the sight of
Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you. And Allah has full
knowledge and is well acquainted (with all things).” Allah(s.w.t.)
teaches us that no matter where to go to visit or live in this world,
make sure you take the initiative to introduce yourself to the people
living around you and demonstrate your good will and intention
towards them. If you do that, the people around you would welcome
you into their community and treat you as a friend as how you would
treat them. Allah (s.w.t.) will love and reward all those who demonstrate,
kindness, righteousness and patience towards mankind.
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Muslim friends from Brazil, Pakistan, Egypt, Bangladesh and Africa
at one of the monthly gathering
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Smoothing the pathway : To let our soul shine, make our life better and harmonious,
and enrich our knowledge through Qu'ran and Hadith.

Afraid of WHO?

Nowadays, we often see news of terrorists attacks when we read
newspapers; news of terrorists bombing or shooting innocent
people has caused fear in many people's hearts. Most people agree
that those are the acts of the insane, influenced by cults, and go
against the beliefs of a just society. Sadly, there are still those that
link these acts and people with Islam. In fact, Islam is the second
largest religion; the meaning of Islam is peace in Arabic. Further-
more, the teachings of our prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) do not advocate terrorism nor does the Quran mention that
Muslims can freely kill others. Where did this terror come from?
Who should we really fear? How can we prevent fear?

Terrorists use brutal tactics against others and breach the peace
and stability of society. Just hearing the word "terrorists" makes
people fearful. Terrorists are known for brutally killing others in
cold-blood. However, why exactly do they kill? Is it because they
want revenge for the wrong done to them or they are all just
insane? Nowadays in society, there are many, imperceptible to you
and me, who seem like honest people but commit despicable
crimes; they do not care for justice or selflessness. People have
more fear of man than fear of Allah (Subhanawataallah), constantly
wondering about the unfortunate things that may happen to
them but never worrying about the punishment they may get
from Allah (Subhanawataallah). Ignorant people can never find
peace and happiness in this life, or the hereafter.
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article by Sr. Syddeqgah
translated by Sr. HIRA Khan
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Many cruel happenings such as massacres, tortures, ethnic
cleansing, mass suicides or animal abuses cannot be understood or
accepted easily and these terrible acts of terror may make us
wonder about the mercy of Allah (Subhanawataallah). History has
shown that mankind is responsible for all unacceptable brutal acts,
Allah (Subhanawataallah) knows best. We need not be afraid of men
or shaytaan. It is said in the Quran: (Remember) when your Lord
inspired the angels, "Verily, | am with you, so keep firm those who
have believed. | will cast terror into the hearts of those who have
disbelieved, so strike them over the necks, and smite over all their
fingers and toes." (8:12)

We are afraid to face a lot of things in life but we shouldn't let fear
control us. Identify the true source of your fear and find ways to
increase your iman. Muslims firmly believe that the daily prayers and
duas can strengthen one's will, turning a vulnerable heart into a
brave one. Even though the world contains a lot of terror, we can
trust the help and guidance of Allah (Subhanawataallah), the
guardian and protector of all.
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The Hong Kong Islamic Youth Association (HKIYA) was founded in 1973 by the grace of Allah Almighty. On 26th of
May 1999, the Association succeeded in incorporating as a Limited Company by Guarantee under the Companies
Ordinance. The Association is also recognized by the Inland Revenue Department as a charitable organization.

Our aims are to promote Islamic teachings and brotherhood among Muslim youth and the community in Hong Kong
s0 as to seek the pleasure of Allah Almighty, following the example of Beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace and
blessings be upon him), the Companions of the Prophet and guidance in the Holy Quran.
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Sharing the moment : Share the joy of Muslim life; we encourage young people to share their thoughts; ﬁ —5_ H% y(u o SHARING the moment

and learn to respect and accept each other's values and ideas through communication.

With the blink of an eye, my husband and | have been married for 3 months
now. Thinking back at those sleepless nights when we decided to get
married, | still find it amazing that our marriage has worked out so incredibly
well. In my mind, surely this is nothing short of a miracle by Allah.
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article by Sr. Amirah Ha

A lot of friends and relatives were surprised by my decision to get B ' _ )

married. In this day and age, there aren’t many girls who would get married AR - BB EEE @A T - ML E YIRS AIE ~ AR

freshly graduated from university and to a groom she barely knows. My — HF ° BITEISRRVAIEIEFS AR FTE - RAE T ZIERT

husband and | hadn't gone through the “dating process” and went straight i@y i1 = -

for the wedding. For some people, this was a courageous decision, for others P e ) . [

this was a reckless one. Therefore, understandably, for a moment, | had my @EE&%@%E%&?H# ’ ﬁ%*ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁ%@f%% ’ %Eﬁﬁ(’%’ﬁ
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husband was before we got married. Even now, | can't say | know him inside BRI i SR TR o PSR
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At that time, a sister encouraged and reminded me that marriage is half of E%Z ﬁEFB; 1E:§RH%+7&%%”@@§LEEE E/\]ﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmTﬁﬂE?

faith in Islam. Therefore, | saw those feeling of insecurity as being waswasa T EVVE T (E R E DR T IE R -
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the same belief. This belief is backed by a strong faith that Allah in His o < ot werne | o op ot oo e 1 g 67 .
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way of marriage will be the only way to a successful marriage. Eﬁﬁgiﬁi - ;%;};’;&&ﬁaméf o =laIRER >
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Al humdulillah, I am happily married. | thank Allah for all that He has planned

for us. Indeed, He is the best planners of all. Finally, | pray that Allah will E‘X;ﬁjﬁjﬁ ’ fEEﬁ:i}%&é@@ "@,Eiﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁfﬁﬂ’\]%ﬁ ’ ﬂfﬁ“ﬁ%
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future to be full of barakah. Ameen. SEAH R Fem R FAffg

v You are welcome to submit articles for the HKIYA's newsletter STRIVE 1.(‘I\';zr':-rlwiziirt\?:rhcehr:\nz:;eir;t;'(‘)(c);)Iumn welcomes to all members; to submit their articles in English and Chinese
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é%ﬁ%fﬂ]( E’\]j{ﬁ%ﬂ?” Please email the article to: h klya@ hkiya.org .hk  2.Theeditor of the newsletter reserves the right to edit the submitted article; even with the changes, we will
preserve the stance and main points of the article.
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2. AR & R E R R 2 - (R SCEE M ETRER IS ORE - e LU SRR RSO R - E3m B R 35 B R - can still use their pen names in their writings. HKIYA reserves the right not to publish articles without notice.

3. KRR LR LR & BB 0k (TR 5832 ) o BB » AT Tl - A @i T R - Articles submitted may also not be returned back to the writers.

4 PATEE R U E T S AR 2 U R BN AR S 1 T B e RS A A By 4. Please Note: If your article is published in our newsletter, HKIYA will own the publishing rights of the articles

for reproduction or publishing to both the local and overseas media (including electronic media such as
websites, social media, etc). The association will not in any way affect the interests and copyright of the writer.
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One day while looking for the venue of weekly Islamic lectures, we got to know 75 & B #& 2 $ (M0 tH FUB B = 2 {Z )] -

brother Wael Ibrahim. Through his warm and passionate welcoming, we started N e v 4 e g o s —
joining some activities and the local community of devoted volunteers. We believe %™ NEESH R R R E O E - AR H B S =

by participating Islamic related events, we can huddle together with other brothers  FE# &8 #9E 3 Wl BA 25 17 HAM 2 A e 7€ /2 75 RE 438
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Qur’an to people on the street. Among these people some were convinced toenter |\ ARG 2R MIEIR B = » MG IEBTERHE
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to know different local Muslim communities in Hong Kong. | am glad to have the 47| /3 =22 R R R AL » 1% > F Al /40wt

opportunity to write an article about Tunisia on HKIYA newsletter STRIVE. After all, L 15 3 (B £ A B 21 R S 2 I R R (R
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religion with peace and joy. HITREL o
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New Life in Hong Kong articleby St JoshanFu o0 atE B KB BEIFIE < BB HMT S A

Being a citizen of the world, my husband and
| had lived in the US and Singapore since
2004. After a four-year stay in Singapore, we
relocated to Hong Kong in summer 2014.
It was an utterly exceptional adventure for
us since neither of us was familiar with the
local dialect, in addition to being somehow
apprehensive about our new abode.



Fabulous Tips To Fast Track Your Career

Having worked in the international development field across various
organisations, with the opportunity to travel and meet interesting
people, | thought it would be useful to share some fabulous tips |
have learnt after getting advice and learning from mentors in my
professional life on how to accelerate my professional growth at the
age of 24.

1 Have Sincere Intentions

As always, the first piece of advice when starting any endeavour is
to have the sincerest of intentions, especially when you are working.
This can make your work rewardable and ensure there are blessings
in it. Put up a reminder at your desk or in the workplace that sincerity
is the key to your success. Allah Almighty says: “Whoever does
righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a believer — We
will surely cause him to live a good life, and We will surely give
them their reward [in the Hereafter] according to the best of what
they used to do.” [Qur’an: Chapter 16, Verse 97]

2 Put Yourself Out There And Forward

One of the aspects that make an employee different from others is
their ability to put themselves forward for tasks and projects that
may not necessarily be in their remit. When you make yourself
noticed by sharing ideas and putting forward your suggestions to
management, this shows your creativity and your commitment,
which is attractive to employers. It will also increase your chances
to take on projects outside of your comfort zone, boosting your
confidence and your skills. This doesn’t necessarily mean you have
to be vocal and outspoken, but you can take initiative and solve
issues. This way, you are more likely to get yourself noticed for a
promotion or opportunities.

GET YOURSELF NOTICED

One of the best pieces of advice | got early on in my career was to
‘get noticed’, as it can be easy to get lost in a big office environment
among various types of personalities. After a year, | settled into the
organisation and made people aware of my skills and strengths,
which meant lots of new projects came my way, strengthening my
skills and boosting my position within the company.

3 Take ownership for your learning

One of the mistakes many professionals make is failing to take
ownership for their own learning. No matter what organisation you
belong to, you will most likely have an HR department who can let
you know of training programs, courses and workshops to enhance
and broaden the skills needed to progress in your career. Sign up to
a course that will give you a new skill so you are building on this
instead of just being a ‘one-trick pony’, as some say.

USE VARIOUS RESOURCES

There is also a range of resources available online to utilise at Mind
Tools for improving your transferable skills like presentation, commu-
nication and organisation skills, valuable traits every employer looks
for. | also advise reading books within and beyond your sector to
boost your professional development; for example, one of the books
| am reading at the moment is Their Roaring Thirties: Brutally Honest
Career Talk From Women Who Beat The Youth Trap by Denise
Restauri. Once you take ownership for your own learning, you will

start to discover strengths and opportunities you didn’t know existed.

Written by: Sr. Lotifa Begum
Source from: Productive Muslim

4 Learn From Others’ Mistakes

They say wisdom is to not to simply learn from your
own mistakes, but to learn from the mistakes of others
and this is certainly true in the working world. If you
can learn from experts in your field then you will
certainly find ways to get ahead of the game in terms
of career and knowledge so create a shortlist of
people you can be mentored by or get advice from to
advance your professional progress. | have often
found other people from other organisations similar to
mine happy to share their mistakes and challenges, as
well as their solutions. This has helped me to reflect on
my own work and use the best practices often fast-
tracking my own knowledge and work.

5 Develop A Wide Network

In my professional network, there are a number of
people | can get advice from on things like my CV, or
applying for an exciting opportunity abroad. | have met
all of these people at professional events and they
have helped me to develop a wide network of people |
can rely on to help me or direct me to someone when
| need any advice.

STAY IN TOUCH

| usually follow up immediately with people who | have
met at an event or in a meeting. This gesture shows
them that you are keen to stay in touch, while adding
them on social media means that you can see what
career-related opportunities they may share. Having a
wide network also means that you can gradually build
a support network of people who may know of other
excellent job opportunities (if you ever need an exit
strategy plan!).

6 Always Think Ahead

| am often surprised by the sisters (and brothers) |
meet (both graduates and professionals) who have
not really thought about the next steps for their
professional goals. It is essential that no matter what
area of work you are in, you think ahead as progres-
sion is the key to being a productive Muslim.

TAKE ACTION!

So often, sisters (and brothers) | meet complain that
they are stuck in a job which does not suit their needs.
To these sisters (and brothers), | advise that you think
about what you can do next with your skills, pray
Istikhara and then go for it! Apply the tips above in
your working life, and hopefully this will allow you to
find an opportunity to get into the industry and area of
work you are keen to get into.

| hope the above advice and tips will boost your
productivity at work and help fast track success in your
career.
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For details on our upoming activities and projects, please visit our website or subscribe to our
Facebook page and YouTube channel.

Hong Kong Islamic Youth Association (HKIYA) facebook ﬁ

{F& 5E) ® SERVING the community

MUSLIM YOUTH TRAINING CAMP 2015

EHEFESSE July 24 Fri(FR) - 26 Sun(H)

Camp Venue :

The Salvation Army Bradbury Camp,
Cheung Chau
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\\_// For more details about the camp,
Please visit HKIYA website

http://www.hkiya.org.hk
’ IR : 201557858
Application Deadline: 5 July, 2015

Programme : Speakers sharing, workshops, BBQ,
sport activities, outdoor activities, tour of Cheung Chau
and other tourist attractions.
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On 22nd March, HKIYA held a BBQ party at Clearwater Bay — fEERSSEEEL b | E EUETN
Country Park. Where friends of HKIYA and their families TG FIRORERREEG > PSR PRI AR 562

o JE/ BRI SR = o Ja%zH
participated to enjoy BBQ. We were served with delicious food %Fﬁﬁ% k%k%$ﬁ{§ BR LM B EZuhur 1§ - REHEE
and a big port of dessert. Everyone enjoyed BBQ, hiking and S TIEER )

kite flying in the sunny weather with cool breeze. Children HEE > ER—(AEENIFL e » AR EEE T
formed their own play groups while the adults enjoyed - o -
chatting and discussed important issues. After the BBQ, we IR E—& » EZ BRI —K -

prayed Zuhr in congregation with Imam Suleiman Wang and - %{

thanked Allah Almighty for the successful event.

Allahumdullilah it was a wonderful and joyful day for everyone
and a great opportunity to get to know each other personally.
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WELCOME TO CONTACT US ERiDES SR F 1M
Hilih: FABFEREA0S: BEERETF M EFHEF08IE B Tel: (852) 2892 0021 EBEB Email: hkiya@hkiya.org.hk
Address: 8/F, Masjid Ammar & O.R.S. Islamic Centre, 40 Oi Kwan Road, Wanchai, H.K. {BEFax: (852) 2838 4337 UL Website: www.hkiya.org.hk






