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Message from the Chair

Assalamu Alaikum!

Rajab is one of the four months declared sacred by Allah (SWT) in the
Glorious Qur'an. The Holy Prophet (saw) has said:“The month of Rajab is
the month of Allah. The month of Shaban is my month and the month of
Ramadan is for my Ummah.” We pray to Allah (SWT) during this blessed
month that we are able to supplicate to Him and grant us strength and
will power to receive the month of Ramadan and fast this entire month.
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The coming months will be full of happenings at HKIYA, we will continue
to deliver the "Summer Programs for Youth" similar to last year including
art classes, visits and Ibadah Camp. In August, we will celebrate Eid al-Fitr
by hosting a 'i-leadership Youth Camp' from 9th to 11th August.The camp
will focus to bring understanding for our youth to be tomorrow's leaders
in our community including learning to perform Dawah, leadership and
team activities to be able to lead and outdoor activities to make connec-
tion and build brotherhood. Overseas speakers are invited to host these
workshop. We promised this to be a not to missed event!
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) . Return Address : P O Box 47110, Morrison Hill Post Office,
Praise be to the Almighty Allah (SWT) and thanks to Him for granting us G/F, 28 Oi Kwan Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong.

yet another opportunity to serve the community.

(7]
(=
X
iy
55

RENEE Een

FRECA YR ERRBERIOEA " T FA o SNEESA - BAESEA - " BT N ARajabBEEN A
Y H F Shaban £ 3 1) ~ HZE P Ramadan (YR AHI 5 ™ - BFHRZHIBEA T T RH0E A S EIE

SR PHEBEIRE R SRS R T ) R BT RO R

P A MR B AR (VIS - 20 E FBREEE 0D - SR T KL E R - 2
ERBSREIIATE - 5\ A PRI R T S EEREIIE « SROTBRSEINGE ) THE RS
B  EBPATE SN AISUR TP AR - 3R B R0 5 E BRI E B L ERESBIE -

— N - 2B - R T BB SRR - Sr. Sharifu Leung BT




EHOE: RGNS REIHEE  MOBBANARHEER
REEINER  SEFLBEMBEELT -

Smoothing the pathway : To let our soul shine, make our life live better and harmony,
enrich our knowledge from Qu'ran and Hadith.
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Believe It or Not

Only when we have established the right beliefs
do we start wondering about our destination.

We are only visitors of this world; in the end, we all have to return to Allah.
To build good faith, we must put our trust in Allah.

article by Sr. Syddeka
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S IR translated by Sr. HIRA Khan

HIRA Khan &k

It is said that seeing is believing but do things still exist if we cannot
see them? Most Chinese share a common belief of fengshui, ghosts
and many other legends. Westerners, though never actually seeing
heaven or hell, firmly believe that they will be judged after death. How
are our beliefs built and do they somehow make our lives easier?

different than a ship without its helm, with no control of the
direction they are headed. Their minds become darker and
their spirits become empty. In the end, they lose all their
passion for life and work.

We have to integrate our iman with our lives, using the Qu'ran
and Hadith as a guide, and it is best to do this during our
childhood. Iman can help a child understand how Allah has
created everything in the universe. This includes us, hence we
have to be responsible for our actions, do good and prevent
bad. Many people build their faith on money and power;
selfishly thinking that they are in control of their world;
mistakenly believe thatiman is only for the weak and helpless.
In the end, they are the ones who have the most to lose.

If there is an apple placed in front you, you will be very sure that this
apple exists. However, if you're blindfolded and a voice tells you that
there is an apple in front of you, will you believe it? If the voice is a
reliable source to you, then you will surely trust it no matter what.
What if a devoted Muslim tells you to believe in Allah, the Qu'ran and
Prophet Muhammad PBUH as the last messenger of Allah. You cannot
see Allah, nor can you meet Prophet Muhammad PBUH; will you still
believe in the Muslim? Religion has proven to bring strength to those
with beliefs, and deeply affects lives. A person without faith is no
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Say: Believe in it or believe not; surely those who are given the knowledge

before it fall down on their faces, making obeisance when it is recited to them. Qu’ran 17:107

N AY
= — =
ERNEHIR
A E EEEMNA B2 BryH -
Mot HERE » BERFRENEE .
ST BATHIEN > BEl AR (E RS o
TLERTHEAMEEST ELANERERE? BAEENEE - —FANEEEEW » BGE
R A KERYENE e » EKan B » SHER R A TR E AR MR EEEREG L
EEAEHA > a[{EHME - Fpg s ABMERR  Efr o AAEEE T hEiE S o (£ EER

AR - (BEEIL R RIREA - 58 i - WOAREMHES 2SR - B TIEAER S
THMEIRANFAIEL 2 TEIRemER My fEmE -

EIEERZ B °

FrERm R HATEHFEINE R LG EEW—B00) - 8%
EH—EERBAEIRRAT - (RE 0 EEEEER M MEIIELEE » RAEZEIHREL
WITFTE  ARIREEIRWE b - HIEBEEHRE - £ A NIECE - (SRR MZREHE B C A

TRE AT — EEFHAESR - AVEIRGHEDS 2 /R
GiEEE > G G RN MR S 2 - HAM
r—ECEERA - (REZEHEME BRI 5
T o AFRIE R — LI RAETE TR S AR R E B
FHIEE - ABE CHEHE) RIEFEFRE (i
ZZ) BREAEEHEEE - (RBTE T EIFEARIEEL
REERIH - IRFEOMRE 2 FEEEFAM
BIIRME LR e NFRIRE R /& - T HEERE

RHEFARE - BEFHMEVESHELE
22 o BRI WAG 2 - B AIFAMR £
mEAAEAET - NERRIZBIERE
b2 o HL URHEIMEIITERES - 1) - Bl
e AIE EH FUR B AR o SRR R (E
MEEREHENEERRN - Al FRE
LML TE > Mhfis &8s —HEHRE -

REZEEINMDIMEIFORT SERIREFHER—NE=F
3 o BRI NANFERR_+7/ \BXBEMRIIAERAT

EHFUBMER

SR () FTHE
MEFHBRFTEHERFBHTRRD

AZHIIBMTR) BIKE - KB
DIATESEIEERIE R (SWT) -

The Hong Kong Islamic Youth Association (HKIYA) was founded in 1973 by the grace of Allah Almighty. On 26th of
May 1999, the Association succeeded in incorporating as a Limited Company by Guarantee under the Companies
Ordinance. The Association is also recognized by the Inland Revenue Department as a charitable organization.

Our aims are to promote Islamic teachings and brotherhood among Muslim youth and the community in Hong Kong
50 as to seek the pleasure of Allah Almighty, following the example of Beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace and
blessings be upon him), the Companions of the Prophet and guidance in the Holy Quran.
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and learn to respect and accept each other's values and ideas through communication.

Halal Dining Experiences In Hong Kong

When | arrived in Hong Kong, there was a flurry of locations
| was itching to visit to try out their food

article by Sr.Varah

Varah ik HIRA Khan #554 translated by Sr. HIRA Khan

When [ first began packing my bags to come to Hong Kong, almost every-
one around me was skeptical and each person had their version of when
we were in Hong Kong stories. Majority of them complained about the
immensely strong stench across markets and odd delicacies and the rest
were just doomed remarks about how finding Thabiha (Halal) food in Hong
Kong is such a tedious task... implying that one should take note and opt
for outside chicken nuggets or the everyday food in the market place.

| didn't take any of that seriously. My family, lived in the U.S for 6 years, we
never ate meat outside unless it was from a certified ‘Halal’ restaurant.
While there are many in the family who believe we can ‘bless’ our food is by
saying Bismillah, let’s just reflect and go the extra effort, for our Iman and
our Rabb, Allah Subhana’ u Ta'la above. The meat we cook with at home is
purchased from Halal poultry/meat service shops that our father
purchases from. For the ‘eating out’ or the ‘celebratory feast'.. there are
options out there!

To my surprise, when | arrived in Hong Kong, there was a flurry of locations
I was itching to visit to try out their food... for the prime reasons. They were
either vegetarian or they were serving Halal meat. I like food, | like trying
different tastes and for that it's fun to get out every once in a while. Every
time | come across a location where my husband and | can dine, it makes
me wonder what those folks were talking about when they said you can’t
get Halal food in Hong Kong! You might go to www.openrice.com to
search for Halal Restaurants; they provide a directory for Muslim visitors in
Hong Kong. You will find plenty of nice restaurants with the Halal logo and
Halal certification there.
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Sharing the moment : Share the joy of Muslim life; we encourage young people to share their thoughts;
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B RS You are welcome to submit articles for the HKIYA's newsletter "Strive”
BRI EFB EZ| Please email the article to: hkiya@hkiya.org.hk
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1. The "Sharing the moments" column welcomes to all members; to submit their articles in English and Chinese
(Word-limit for Chinese is 500).

2. The editor of the newsletter reserves the right to edit the submitted article; even with the changes, we will
preserve the stance and main points of the article.

3. The writer must provide their real name and contact information, pen name is allowed. We may not published
the article without notice. The article may not be returned to the writer also.

4. Please Note: If your article is published in our newsletter, HKIYA will own the publishing rights of the articles
for reproduction or publishing to both the local and overseas media (including electronic media such as
websites, social media, etc). The association will not in any way affect the interests and copyright of the writer.

Although | did not witness the formation of HKIYA in 1973, 1 am happy to
witness the coming celebration of HKIYA 40th Anniversary in this year. In
Hong Kong, revival of Islamic knowledge bred in 1970s and the Hong
Kong Islamic Youth Association (HKIYA) was one of the pioneers in this
movement. HKIYA was among the first organizations to translate Islamic
books from English to Chinese and introduce these books to Muslims in
mainland China. HKIYA also hosted the first Chinese website to propa-
gate Islam before the turn of the century and uploaded the first
electronic Chinese translation of the Holy Quran into cyberspace.When |
was still a child, | joined events of HKIYA with my parents. | could meet
and know other youth through participating in the events and learning
programs. They become my friends but they are more special because
they are also my Muslim brothers and sisters.

This year is the 40th anniversary of HKIYA. Apart from the normal recrea-
tional activities like BBQ, picnic and hiking, HKIYA has experience in
organizing youth camp, book fair and conference. HKIYA also takes an
active part in responding to affairs of the Muslim in other areas like
distributing Zakat through international Muslim organizations to the
Muslim in need. HKIYA is also a good platform for the youth to be trained
as leaders by participating in the general council. With the experience |
have throughout my days at HKIYA, | strongly encourage youth to join
HKIYA because we need to have future leaders with initiatives to pave the
way towards promoting our religion, ISLAM to all people in the world.
While the good old days are to be treasured, HKIYA is prepared to face the
challenge of the 21st century and upkeep its role as a pioneer in the
propagation of Islam.

HKIYA 40th Anniversary Celebration
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LOOK
BACK,
LOOK
FORWARD

muslims in the
western world

The Muslim population in the West is growing rapidly. In 1990,
there were 30 million Muslims in Europe, accounting for 4.1% of
the population. In 2010, the Muslim population increased to 44
million. By 2030, Muslims are projected to account for 8% of the
population in Europe. This drastic increase is due to Muslim
immigrants as well as the comparatively higher birth rate
among Muslims. However, a large part of the Muslim population
in Europe have difficulties in climbing the social ladder. Many of
them are not as well-educated as the rest of the population and
also face a lot of hurdles in finding jobs or earning a living. Since
the 911 tragedy, Muslims in the West have been treated with
suspicion, if not discrimination. Many Muslims are being
questioned and investigated primarily because of their belief.
Some are even locked up indefinitely without a trial. Military
operations of armies from Western countries in Africa and the
Middle East are regarded as invasion and oppression by many
Muslims. Dissatisfactions among Muslims in Europe had been
accumulating until recently two attacks targeting soldiers in UK
and France resulted in one dead and one injured. Immediately,
the vicious cycle has turned against Muslims, particularly in
these two countries. Mainstream Muslim organizations in
Europe condemn these atrocities and distant themselves from
these brutal acts.

Patience is of utmost importance in facing hardship and adversi-
ties. Muslims should have faith in Almighty Allah that our
prayers will be answered, though often at a time we are not
expecting. We should always be aware of our temper which is
most dangerous if we cannot control our anger. It is possible
that we may do something out of anger which we will regret a
lot afterwards. In case anyone who may find it difficult to
exercise self-control, he should fast which is the way prescribed
by Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) in his traditions.

Muslims were unprecedentedly successful in the past when the
Islamic Empire spanned from China to Spain and sustained this
success for as long as eight centuries, not because they were
overwhelmingly strong but because of their strength by follow-
ing the principles of Islam and guidance of Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him). In the early days of Islam, the Muslims
were much weaker than we are today but, in a matter of
decades, they were the strongest on the surface of the Earth.
Under the leadership of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him), early Muslims did not conquer the enemies of Islam until
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they were well prepared. Peace treaty was signed when the
enemies were strong but Muslims took time to spread the true
message of Islam which is always invincible. Victory will come
when the enemies have been converted into our allies ... through
spreading of the true message of Islam.

We should always be aware of
our temper which is most dangerous
if we cannot control our anger.

The current situation of Muslims around the world is seen to be
poverty and backwardness. By mere observations, it is prone to
conclude that Islam as the commonality among Muslims world-
wide is likely to be the contributing factor to their current poverty
and backwardness. However, by looking into the past and analyz-
ing the facts, it can be seen that Muslims were strong and
advanced in their era when they were faithful followers of Islam.
Being one of the largest empires for as long as eight centuries is
unsurpassed in history of the world. When Muslims gradually
neglected the teachings of Islam and were corrupted, they began
to decline. During the period of colonialism for more than one
century, Muslims in the colonies of European countries were
deprived of proper education except for those handful of puppets
trained up by the colonialists. Even after the colonialists were
forced to leave the Muslim lands in the second half of the twenti-
eth century, the Muslims were left poorly educated and deprived
of valuable resources taken away from them by the colonialists.
The colonialists also deprived the Muslims from receiving proper
religious education. Although many of them remained as practis-
ing Muslims, the essence of Islamic knowledge was not properly
understood by the common people.

Revival of Islamic education for the younger generation in the
Muslim community is of paramount importance nowadays.
Pitifully, some Muslim parents are still not taking Islamic educa-
tion seriously and are more concerned with the secular education
of their children only that the latter can be successful in this
world. Despite the importance of this world, these parents fail to
realize that what is of real importance is to be successful in the
Hereafter which is eternal instead. Let us join hands in striving for
the revival of Islamic education among young Muslims.
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Seeing the muslim world: China and Muslims around the world of life, social and religious current issues, mﬁ E’J:%E.: [ ] SEEl NG the musllm World

giving the reader a reflection and space to think.
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Your Donation will Help Us to
Develop a Better Youth :‘q

Education Program. e
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