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Assalamu Alakum! Dear Brothers,
sisters and friends! Upon the
success and immense support, the
publication team received on our
first edition of Strive's relaunch, we

are Alnamdulillah very excited and

ready for another one. We request
you all fo please keep us in your
kind duas and assist us in fulfiling
the expectations of the Muslim
Ummah and the community. Your
contributions as well as feedback
towards Strive are greafly appreci-
afed and always welcomed!

May Allah Kareem make this
publication and fufure ones to be
a means to radiate positive
messages and promote Islam
within ourselves and eventually
generate a better understanding
of Islam among the people
around us. Ameen!
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My First Step towm't‘l: Islam P EFRIBEINSE—S

A Hong Kong girl who revertezﬂ.“ro
lklom -- Sister fatima ONG

(Translated by Sr Nafees Baig)

Who is the Creator?

| remember | met a Pakistani girl 16
years ago, who introduced lslam to
me. This marked my first step fowards
Islam. | have always been curious
about the nature of our Creator: who
‘He' is, where ‘He' is, and whether ‘He'
is a god or human? | tried to know more
about. ‘HIM' from other religions, but
they did not provide me with satisfac-
tory answers. Until | came across Islam,
all my gueries about ‘HIM' were solved.
Islam described the unigueness of our
Creator. This strongly convinced me to
revert to Islam.

Experience after my reversion

I only knew about the basics of Islam
such as what are halal and haraam
even a few years affer my reversion.
Yet, | met a sister who had reverted for
similar number of years as | did. Surpris-
ingly, her understanding of Islam was
much more than mine. Alhamdulillah,
she assisted me to enhance and
explore various aspects of Islamic
knowledge. | understood that Islam is
much more than a religion but also o

" =way of life. | then started to learn the

medning behind each rule. Since then,
| was more compliant to Islam, and |
treated this compliance as a pleasure
rather thah a burden.
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. EERFIETERE Hong Kong lamic Youth Association

In the eyes of others

As a Chinese girlin Hong Kong, | used to face many
difficulties in practicing Islam in the beginning.
Especially when | was wearing ‘hijab’ (the scarf
which Muslim women wear to cover their hair)
during the hot summer. Some people either
thought { was sick or felt pity upon me because of
the hot weather. However, as | understood more
about Islam, | realized that it was just my own
psychological burden rather than the discrimina-
tion from other people. In fact, people are often
curious when they do not know about Islam or
Muslim's practice. Therefore, | fry my best to explain
to them about Islam, they will understand and
respect our religion.

My friends attitude

In the beginning, | was too shy to let my friends and
colleagues know that | am Muslim. | believe that
many reverts would have the same experience as |
did. However, | later realized that my friends and
colleagues actually cared more about my aftitude
towards our friendship and my job. Moreover, out
of my surprise, they respected me more after they
learnt that { am Muslim.

My father starred at-me expressionlessly

When | told my parents thaf | have reverted fo
Islam, they were shocked and could not accepft it.
My father even stamred at me expressionlessly. How-
ever, as fime passed by, they realized that their
daughter became more filial and well behaved
than before. Gradually, they began to accept my
faith, Islam. In my experience, the problems among
my parents and myself could be sclved by frank
communication, mutual understanding and toler-
ance.
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Chinese tradition and Islam

In Hong Kong. the majority of people are
Chinese, and during some festivals, Chinese
burn incenses and worship their ancestors or
gods according to their tradition. As a Muslim
| do not follow these traditions but | still respect
others and Hong Kong is a place where
people can practice their own religious rituals
freely, dllowing different religions fo coexist
and develop.

Difference between born and reverted

Muslims

| notfice some difference between 'born’ and
‘reverfed’ Muslims. Muslims born fo a Muslim
family usually follow the rules more strictly e.g.
they do not eat pork, do not gamble, they
read the whole Quran. However they may not
understand thorocughly the meaning behind.
On contfrary, reverted Muslims are wusually
more willing to spend time and effort to study
Islam and understand the almightiness of
Allan. Therefore, if Muslims, regardless of back-
ground could get to know each other and
share their knowledge and experience about
Islam, this will definitely benefit us all.

Muslim Youth in Hong Kong

Hong Keng Muslims live, work or sfudy in a
non-Islamic environment. If Muslim youth meef
regularly, share our knowledge and experi-
ence, this would help to strengthen cur ‘iman’
(faith) and solve some daily practical issues. In
addition, if the local lIslamic organizations
could invite more world-renowned Islamic
scholars to give lectures and share their practi-
cal experience with Muslims and non-Muslims
in Hong Kong, it would certainly benefit the
community and be able fo promote Islam as
the way of life.

The Quran

The Quran is the source of Islamic knowledge.
I was deeply inspired by Surah 112 Aldkhlas
(Sincerity) and Surah 55 Al-Rahman {The Com-
passionate). Currently, my understanding of
Islam is like being promoted from the kinder-
garten level to primary school level. Alhamdu-
lilah, | thank Almighty Aliah for His guidance.
No matter | chose Islam or Islam chose me, my
future goal is to learn more about Almighty
Allah and Islam. | would clso like to share my
motto here, ‘work hard and follow Almighty
Allah's will'. May Almighty Allah guide us the
righteous path!

-
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Phyrical cleonlmen in-kdam oy Br. Zaiq Al
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Along with the puriﬂcoﬁon of
the heart and soul, Islam lays
equal stress orf the cleansing
of the bodyr The beloved
Prophet Sall *Allahu Alayhi wa
Sallam  has | even been
recorded as. having said:
‘Purity is half the faith." One
form of cleansing is doing
Wudu. .

“
“

Wudu is washing of generally
exposed parts of body where-
dust or dirf is likely to seftle.

The object is that a man
should be clean physically
and spiritually. Wudu is neces-
sary for an obligatory, Sunnah
and optional prayers; reciting
and touching the Holy
Qur'an and offering funeral
prayers and a few more kinds
of worship.

“If any Muslim performed
abluticn well and stood to
offer two Rak'at (of Prayer)
with devotion of heart and his
face, the Paradise would be
guaranteed for him” (Imam
Muslim)

The Seven Compulsory
Actions of Prayer are:

(1) Cleanliness of the body;
(2) Cleanliness of the clothes;
(3) Cleanliness of the place -
where Salat is being offered;
(4) Covering parts of the
body-ordained to be cov-
ered (i.e. the Satr);

(5) Time being proper for The

Salat; "l
(6) Facing Qiblah; g
{7) Having the intention,”
(Niyyah) 9
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» Readers Contribution:
Do you have articles or thoughts
you would like to share with
Muslim Youth?

address them to the Strive
Editorial Board:
hkiyahk@yahoo.com.hk
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O People who Believe! When you wish to stand
up for prayer, wash your faces, and your hands
up to the elbows, and pass wet palms over your
heads and wash your feet up to the ankles; and if
you need a bath, clean yourselves thoroughly;
and if you are sick or on a journey, or one of you
returns from answering the call of nature, or you
have cohabited with women, and you do not
find water, then cleanse (yourself) with clean soil
- therefore stroke your soiled palms over your
faces and your hands with it; Allah does not will to
place you in hardship, but He wills fo fully purify
you and complete His favour upon you, so that
you may be grateful. (Quran 5:6)

The generalrule is one should make fresh ablution
before each prayer; however, one’s Wudu is valid
unless one of the following takes place, known as
nullifiers of Wudu:

(1) Discharging urine, faeces or any other matter
from these passages; (2) Passing stomach gases
from the back; {3) Flow of blood or pus from any
part of the bedy; (4) Mouthful of vomiting; (5) To
fall asleep while lying down or leaning against
some thing; (6) Fainting due to iliness or any other
reason; (7) Going mad or insane; (8) Laughing
aloud in Salat (prayers).

There are four compulsory actions in Wudu:

(1) Washing the face from forehead to the lower
portion of the chin and from one ear to the other;
(2) Washing both hands and arms up to the
elbows; (3) Performing the Masa'h; {4) Washing
both the feet up to the ankle.

Whosoever performs ablution perfectly and
) recites the following prayers, door of Paradise are
"~ “Opened to him:

“ Tes’rify that there is no god but Allah, He is One,
He hasino associate and that Muhammad is His
servant and His Messenger. O Allah! Make me of
those who turn to Thee again and again and
make me of those purify them. The eight doors of

_ . Paradise are opened to him, he enters the door

through which he pleases.” (Tirmidhi)
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financial Assistance for Ethnic Minorities and New

Arrivals for Taking Language Examinations

The Community Care Fund offers financial assistance for ethnic
minorities and new arrivals from the Mainland to take international
public examinations for Chinese and English proficiency. This
program was launched on 26 September 2011.

Allowance for New Arrivals

The Community Care Fund pravides an allowance of $6,000 to new
arrivals from low-income families. The application period will run
from October 3, 2011, to June 30, 2012. Eligible persons may submit
applications during the period to apply for the allowance.

For Enquiry:

Program Hotline: 2815 5799

Community Care Fund’s Website: www.communitycarefund.hk
Home Affairs Department’s Website: www.had.gov.hk
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Ncwrs & Evenlys

Date: 26-27 August 201 (Fri-Sat)
Time: Isha prayer to fajr prayer
Venue: Maosjd Ammar and ORS klomic Centre

The Camp was organized on 27th Night of Rama-
dan 1432 in Masjid Ammar in collaboration with
Islamic Kasim Tuet Memorial College (IKTMC). A
total of 50 brothers & sisters participated in the
camp, including teachers and students from
IKTMC. Talks were delivered by brothers on various
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topics related to daily living, in the light of Islkam. SRR ESFIRR TR, ERRBARBEER.

The camp was further enriched by the perfor-
mance of a visiting Nasheed singer from Australia,
Br. Hameed Attai.
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Students joined the congregational over-night
prayer session.-Sahoor was provided by Islamic
Union of Hong Kong and the camp ended after
the Fajar (morning) prayer.All the student partici-
pants were given ocean park tickets upon
completion of the Ibadah Camp.Special thanks
to Islamic Union of Hong Kong for their support.
May Allah Almighty reward them.

Participants sharing on Islam and daily life

2ME LR RARIREEER

------------------------------- R MR BN W BN BN ER SN BN BN BN NN BN BN SN R B SN AR R DN OGN B PN BN BN B RR BN BN BN W oy

Dua before Sleeping BEgJ'EF’  Dua Upon Waking Up BERE2'ER
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(Allahumma bismika amutu wa ahya)

S A Aaadl

(Alhamdulillah hillaze ahyaa’naa ba'ada ma amaa'taanaa wa elayhin nushoor)
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O Allah, with Your name [ die and live All praise to Allah, who gave us life after having given us death and to him is our final return.
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2. Cooking Class 201 ZEEHE 20

Date: 24 Sep 200 (Sat) & 4 Nov 20l (Fri)
Venue: lomic Kasim Tuet Memorial College

HKIYA & IKTMC had organized 2 cooking classes at
IKTMC. A big thanks o Sr Fatima Ong who taught
us how to make blueberry cheese pie in the first
session and bake cookies in the second session.
The participants enjoyed the classes and brought
the yummy products home. We would like to thank
IKTMC for their coordination and help. Insha Allah,
HKIYA & IKTMC, will organize more cooking classes
in the future.

Greatl The blueberry cheese p\es are made. IRIF T !
==

3. 62th National Day Celebration Dinner 753

Date: 24 September 2011 (Sat)
Time: 6:00pm
- = Wanue: 5/F Masjid Ammar and ORS Islamic Centre

In order, to celebrate the 62nd anniversary of the
establishnment of the People’s Republic of China
(PRC), HKIYA has joinfly organized a celebration
dinner with 4 other Iskamic organizations. Over 150
guests aitended the banquet. The Guest of Honor,
Mr liu Fei, from Licison Office of the Central

" = “People's Government in the HKSAR attended and
thanked the Islamic community in sharing the joy
of the country's Naticnal Day. The evening also
received a great support from guests including
Consul General of Egypf, Indonesia, Iran and
Brunei.

Mr Ho Chi Ping, Imam Uthman Yang and Br Zaig ALI (HKIYA chairman)
FEFLEE BERAER ATER Zaig Ali 7i5H
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lecws & Evenlys
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4. famiy tid fun far ZEHEIFEFRELEH

Date: 13 November 200 (Sun)

Time: 200 - 500pm

Venue: lsomic Kasim Tuet Memorial College. 22 Tsui Won
Street. Chai Wan

Program: Game stalls, group activities, snacks, cultural shows.
rock climbing, scles etc

Orgonizer: llamic Kasim Tuet Memorial College & Chinese
Muslim Cultural and Fraternal Bssociation

Hong Kong. blomic Youth fssociation as one of the

CO-Organizers

for more information. please call 2570-9066 {slamic Kasim
Tuet Memorial College)
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5. Knowledge Quiz cum flea Market (SostaBazor) (for fomilies only)

B aE & LB Mk E 5 (RESR)

Date: 20 November 201 (Sun)
Time: 200 pm to 500 pm

Location: Pakistan Club (5O Princess Margaret Rood.
Kowloon!

Contents: Quiz on general knowledge about Hong Kong. China.
Pakistan and Current World Bffairs. rewords to students with
their talents

* free shuffle buses from Yau Ma Tei MIR Station £xit 02 ot
the [5-minute intervals during 1230 to 200pm and 500 to
6O0pm

Organizer: Pokistan Association of Hong Kong
Co-organizers: tiong Kong lslomic Youth fAssociation & Pakistani
Students Associartion

for more information, plecse call 9712-3624 or 2780-257
(Pakiston Association of Hong Kong)

HHA: 20114118208 (2HH)
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Ncws & Events HEEL u%@J Rl
6. 39th Annual General Meeting EB=TNE ﬁﬁkﬁ

Date: 18 December 201 (Sunl

Time: 230pm

Venue: HKIYA Office. Room 705, 7/f Masjd Ammar and ORS
klamic Centre

HER: '2011&12)?185 (2H3H)
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7. HKIYA 39th Annual Dinner E=1+7.J& ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ

Date: 18 December 201 (Sun)

B 2011&12}%188@&@-&1)"'

Time: 600pm BFRS: FF6:00
Venue: &/F Seminar Room. Masid Ammar ond ORS Iskamic iﬁgﬂﬂgﬁ SRR EASERESEF EERE
Cenfre HEGRLETA: EEEE2892-0021, =2 B A S it

for more information and reservation. please call 2892-002

www.hkiya.org
or visit our welbsite: wwwhkiydorg e e e 7

8. Urgent Appeal for Zakat to Pakistan flood
EEATEKK B2E BEIRER XABHE

fifter heavy monsoon rans since August. there were more
thon 340 reported death and more than 6 milion people
affected by floods in Southern Pakiston. The people in flood-
aoffected areas of Pakiston are stil recovering from lost years
devastating deluge. Take Action NOW! HKIYA is now
collecting Zokat donation for victims of flood in Pokiston.
Pleose contact us at 2892-O02 or visit our website:
www hkiyo.org

EEHNEETERMAK, BSEMREE340ATET, 130
EIEEBHE, KRIR600E, SRABRTECASSE
Eliﬁ?]ﬂ EESLHENERERNERRE, SEX
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The Qur'an states: 'And established prayer and pay
charity; and whatever good you put forth for your
future, you shall find it with Allah, for Allah is well

aware of what you do' (2:110)
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