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Chairlady’s Message
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Assalamu  Alaikum!  For 40
years, we have been united to
be a group with supports from all
friends and members. We take
pride in our predecessor's
accomplishnments and as | have
taken up the chair this year, | will
continue the work we have been
working on and may Allah’s grant
us strength and wisdom.

In the coming days, we will
announce some exciting activi-
fies planned for members and
youth, the celebration events of
40th Anniversary as well.

Since the establishment of HKIYA
in 1973, the association was able
fo find the values and concepts
in development of youth services
based on the Islamic teaching,
and has taken over the past
decade a lot of bold steps, and
has maintain an active role in the
Islamic community.

We have ambitious targetfs to
achieve in accordance with our
capabilities and dedication, and
our vision is to support and
empower youth to take responsi-
bilities for themselves and their
community through programs
and activities that promotes
positive social and civic values.
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Sharifa Leung

How do we treat the Islamic

New Year? Sr Hira Khan
Both the Western New Year and Lunar New Year are
treated as a huge festive here in Hong Kong and people
ensure that all the necessary traditions are carried out
properly. As for Muslims, we follow the Islamic (Hijri)
Calendar, and so have a different date as a new year.

The Islamic New Year is lunar-related, measured by
observation of the moon's revolution. Whenever a
cresent moon is sighted, a new month begins, leading
the calendar to have 354-355 days only, contrasting it
with the other calendars. This means that the date of
the Islamic New Year is usually quite different than the
other new years.

At the end of a year, no matter what type reflection is
usually made on the things we have done in the past
year. People tend to make resolutions for the new year,
with the aim of improving different aspects of their
lives, including work, studies and health. As Muslims,
we can make resolutions to improve ourselves in our
religion, helping us be closer to Allah. Most impor-
tantly, we can reflect on our habits, repent for our past
events; and ask for Allah's forgiveness and guidance in
the coming year. As it is said in the Quran:

"Know they not that Allah accepts repentance from His
slaves and takes the Sadaqat (alms, charities) and that
Allah Alone is the One Who forgives and accepts repen-
tance, Most Merciful? " (9:104)

Hence, it is extremely important to repent frequently,
especially at the end of the Islamic year.

All the resolutions we make can be like our intentions

for the year. It is very important to have pure intentions

for everything we do.

We can make a list of resolutions, including:

- increasing our Quran reading time;

- memorising a certain part of the Quran;

- spending more time with our family, especially our
parents;

- doing more volunteer work for the people in need;

- fasting more volunteer fasts throughout the year;

- going for hajj;

- making a target for the amount for zakat to given this

year or the amount for charity donation.

Of course, there can be many more, as long as they aid
us in being a better Muslim. However, these resolutions
should be reflected every month, with frequent Du'a
for Allah's guidance; in order to keep our intentions
pure and remind us to stay on the right path through-
out the year.
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Learn from Britain

by Stone Age

Previously, | wrote about the meaning of
Ramadan. Now, | am in the UK so | am
going to talk about what I ate in London.
Being in the UK for more than 3 months, |
didn’t visit London during the time.
Thereby, | went with my sister due to the
long Christmas holiday. In fact | went
there with my family when | was only a
child. As those ‘must-seen’ tourist spots
such as Big Band, London Bridge were
seen so | decided to try something new.

On the first day, we met some of my
sister’s friends who live in London and, of
course, they knew where the halal restau-
rants were. They told us that we can find
them in the Strafford Shopping Centre.
Strafford is located in Zone 2, where loads
of Muslim communities are living around
the area called the Green Street. There-
fore, it is likely to see many Muslims
hanging around the Strafford Shopping
Centre, something like the Chung King
Mansion in Hong Kong. In the UK, nearly
every shop is on sale in the times of
Christmas because everyone is hurrying
to buy gifts for their love ones. You can
imagine how hustle and bustle it is in the
shopping centre. In the interest of time,
let us return to the subject, that is food.
There was a large food court in the place.
It was not surprising that they served the
cuisines which were from all around the
world. What really came as a surprise was
that most of them were HALAL! Needless
to say the Indian biryani and Lebanese
hummus, the Peking duck and Thai ‘Tom
Yam Kung’ were also halal. It was
absolutely out of my expectation. My
sister chose the Peking duck while her
friends ordered Yangzhou fried rice and
spicy Kung-Pao Prawn. Seemed that they
were all Chinese cuisines, so | picked the
Thai “Tom Yam Kung' As a Chinese it was
awkward to tell you that | hadn't tried a
single Thai dish and Peking duck before
cause there were no halal Thai and
Peking-style restaurants in Hong Kong.
Anyway | got the chance to taste the halal
Asian cuisines in the UK, how sarcastic it
was. Unthinkably, the Yangzhou fried rice
was pretty stunning. Indeed you cannot
set great store by the Chinese cuisines in
an ordinary UK food court but | must say
that it can be compared to the standard
of restaurants in Hong Kong. The rice was
not dry or watery and, most importantly,
oily, a flaw commonly found in the UK
Chinese restaurants. Besides, my ‘Tom
Yam Kung'was fine but | did not know if it
was authentic or not as | hadn't tried it
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before. Yet | think it was really hot and
sour enough to prove its authenticity. In
addition they gave me a large wooden
spoon, often served with ramen in Japan
which sounded quite traditional to me.
However, it was funny that they provided
me a fork instead of chopsticks. | felt very
uncomfortable and weird when using a
fork to eat noodles.

On the next day, we went to china town
as well, to make us feel at home. In the
past there were certainly no halal Chinese
cuisines in china town. Now, things have
changed. My sister knew a newly opened
halal Chinese restaurant called ‘Young
Cheng Restaurant’ It was a small restau-
rant, with a ‘cha chan teng’ decorating
style and a big Chinese painting hanging
on the wall. There was a halal certificate
on the window, but only referring to the
halal chicken. Nevertheless, they only
made dishes with chicken, seafood and
vegetables. They mainly provided
economic buffet dinner with around £6
(~HKD$72) including the value-added
tax. So it was fair enough and we cannot
expect more on the quality. In an effort to
accommodate the locals’ taste, the food
was not really authentic at all which were
mostly oily and fried such as deep fried
prawn and chicken, prawn cracker and
fried sweet potatoes. Unbelievably, there
were also French fries. That was the first
time | saw a Chinese restaurant selling
French fries. However, the standard was
average but it was worthwhile to have a
buffet dinner for just £6 in London.

Currently, there are around 600,000
Muslims in London and some of the fast
food chains like McDonald's, Subway, KFC
and Nandos provide halal food outlets to
meet the fast-growing Muslim custom-
ers. In contrast, there are 250,000 Muslims
in Hong Kong which is not a small figure
at all. However our needs seem not to be
heard in the society. Lack of different
halal restaurants in Hong Kong is a case in
point. Despite claiming to be an interna-
tional city, the government and people
do not really know what we truly concern,
nothing but forbidding Muslims to eat
pork. | do not mean to have all the fast
food outlets to provide halal meals but
we should let the society learn about us
so that people can understand our needs
easier. We are the believers of truth. We
have the potential. If we have faith on
ourselves, everyone take a step and work
together, nothing is impossible. May
Allah guide us, inshallah.
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Have you done any charitable deed lately?

by Sr. Hira Khan

Hong Kong is an extremely fast-paced city, everyday we rush around,
no matter what we are doing. Have we ever slowed down to notice
that others might need our help?Have we ever thought about the
needy? Charity can be donating money, or it can just be doing some-
thing to help others, we should take action according to our abilities.

The Prophet said, "On every Muslim there is enjoined (a compulsory)
Sadaqa (alms)." They (the people) said, "If one has nothing?' He said,
"He should work with his hands so that he may benefit himself and
give in charity." They said, "If he cannot work or does not work?" He
said, "Then he should help the oppressed unhappy person (by word
or action or both)." They said, "If he does not do it?" He said, "Then he
should enjoin what is good (or said what is reasonable). They said, "If
he does not do that" He said, "Then he should refrain from doing evil,
for that will be considered for Him as a Sadaga (charity) . " (Sahih
Bukhari)

We should all find some time every week to stop doing our seemingly
never-ending work, and think of aiding others. A charitable deed can
be doing regular volunteer work for the needy and the poor; or it may
simply be aiding your family and friends. Don't view charitable deed
as a time-consuming thing, it may just be a few words of advice to
your friends, or a few words of care to your family and relatives. You
may view these actions lightly, but they may mean a lot to the person
you reflect the deed on.
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Since the launching of HKIYA Online Video Channel (OVC) on July 15,
2012, Alhamdulillah, with the friendly supports from all parties, the
view rate had increased to more than 20,000. The three OVC
programs, Imam Channel, Muslim Chat and History Chamber,
had more guests to participate in our filming. These reflect the local
Muslim Ummah have a great enthusiasm on Islamic missionary and
social awareness. In 2013, HKIYA will introduce more quality
programs, the background will be more beautiful, and the topics will
cover more areas of discussions. We are looking forward to the first
OVC anniversary this year on 7.15 so that all of us can enjoy exchang-
ing views as well as a nice gathering. In addition to OVC, the first local
Islamic 10S App - IslamHK was downloaded by nearly 800 people
from more than 40 countries since its launch on August 21, 2012. We
hope, insha’Allah, in 2013, there will be more donation so that we can
develop the Android version and let more people benefit from it.
Jazakallah Khairan.
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HKIYA held its 40th Annual General Meeting on 23rd December 2012
The following sisters and brothers were elected to serve the Association in 2013 :
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Chairlady & Sr. LEUNG Sharifa 2E7E thtk

Vice-chairlady &I & Sr. BAIG Nafees Begum ZEHHNIE thik

Internal Secretary AIFETE  Sr. HIRA Khan ik

Treasurer &)& Haji SAT Sing Hin Saadullah FER{EE 7755

Publication Officer HhRFEFE  Br. Adam LI 7255

Recreation Officer FRS4F{E  Haji TO Kwok Sai, Ali #1EIEE 75 . a

Quarter Master #875E1F Sr. TUET King Ping, Sharifa AR5 thik

Annual dinner 2012
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The 2012 Annual Dinner was successfully held with the blessings of
Allah. We wish to thank everyone who sponsored the dinner and
those who attended the dinner. Almost 100 guests enjoyed the

wonderful food and took home with them laughter and prizes! . 23-12-2012
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P ower O.I: Al’t B ZIeE TR - T EEHEZERELY The children had spent their time and drew

the mosques in their mind. Some of the
children's drawings were selected to display
at the MTR Chai Wan Station Community Art
Gallery. By displaying the drawings, it will
enables community and public to under-
stand more of the colorful cultures of Islam

and the work HKIYA has pursue.
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SHIRGFEEZRFBUT: Visiting information as below:
MmE: EEBHMBESREMNEETEZR
idlt: EFARENERESEMT
Come to jOIn us! Venue: Haji Omar Ramju Sadick Care and Attention Home at G/F, High Block
1177 %:‘Fﬁl*ﬁ =t . Oi Yee House, Oi Estate, Tuen Mun N.T.
. H #8 Date: 24/2/2013 (Sunday £HiH)
i R Time: 14:00 - 16:00
A 2 Volunteer: 15-20
# % Application: TJ % 38 B Eff (email) hkiyahk@yahoo.com.hk 3§
- J BEZERF(tel) 2892 0021

Welcome to contact us ZUNEAFPIEHER |
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L /) Address : 8/F, Masjid Ammar & ORS. B 55 Tel! (852) 28920021 BE} Email: hkiyahk@yahoo.com.hk
S Islamic Centre, 40 Oi Kwan Road, Wanchai, H.K. {#H Fax: (852) 2838 4337 #BHE Website: www.hkiya.org.hk
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