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Whoever desires the life of this world and its adornments -
We fully repay them for their deeds therein, and they therein
will not be deprived.

Those are the ones for whom there is not in the Hereafter
but the Fire. And lost is what they did therein, and worthless
is what they used to do. Surat Hid (Prophet Hud) 11:15-16
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Message from the Chair

Assalamu Alaikum!

=
s
&

In this issue, STRIVE contains many good articles, in “Sharing the
Moment” our sister will share her personal experience in Ramadan and
cycling activity with the students in IKTMC. In "Seeing the Muslim
World", we will bring you travel around in Morocco. In “Smoothing the
Pathway” we will talk about impermanence of life. In addition, we will
also report our past events, Syrian fundraising events including charity
movie and food feast. The money we were raising is donated to Turkey
IHH for distributing food packets to refugees .
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Ramadan just passed, | want to share this meaningful words with you:

Islam is a way of life, and during the month of Ramadan we are blessed
with opportunities to pleasure and renew ourselves.

As Allah (s.w.t) says in the Quran: “O you who believe! Fasting is prescribed
to you as it was prescribed to those before you, that you may (learn)
self-restraint.” [al-Bagarah, 2:183]

Return Address : P O Box 47110, Morrison Hill Post Office,
G/F, 28 Oi Kwan Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong.
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Smoothing the pathway : To let our soul shine, make our life live better and harmony,
enrich our knowledge from Qu'ran and Hadith.

IMPERMANENCE Of Life

Once there was a woman who never cared for the naturally occurring
plants in her patio. Despite her negligence, the plants did not wither;
Allah(S.W.T) continuously bestowed sunshine and rain for their survival.
One day, the woman decided to buy a small potted plant to place at her
bedside. She chose the white flowers that blossomed attractively, it was
as if the flowers were smiling at her. After bringing it home, she took care
of the potted plant meticulously and was grateful for their growth.
However, due to a lack of experience in gardening, she kept pouring
water on the plant, leading to over-hydration. A while later, she realised
that there was something wrong with the flowers, they were starting to
wither, bowing their head in defeat. Sadly, she still didn't know what
went wrong, blindly hoped that the potted plant would return to its
original state. In the end, there was no miracle; the roots of the small
flowers were full of water, affecting the roots' air exchange pathways,
causing the roots to rot. She finally had to accept the fact that her flowers
could not be saved. While staring at the empty pot that once held the
small white flowers, something about life and death dawned on her.

Allah gives life to everyone, some life can be strong, others cannot
withstand the tests they encounter. Every single life has a different
ending due to a variety of different reasons. In fact, death is actually the
greatest revelation to mankind; it all starts from a tiny form of life at
birth, growing into a large individual, degrading and finally death must
come to all lives. It should be remembered that this world is only short
term, eternity belongs only to Allah.

Many people underestimate the concept of an impermanence life, they
choose to highly value this world's affairs. Constantly chasing after fame

"Whatever you have will end, but whatever Allah has is lasting."
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BXEPINNEE ° SMOOTHING the pathway

article by Sr. Syddeqah

Eahs &
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and fortune, they turn a blind eye to the plants, animals and
even human beings around them. They have no intention of
taking care of others. They delusionally believe that life is
strong, like a tree that has survived for thousands of years. They
keep thinking that there will be numerous opportunities
awaiting for them in the future. What they forget is, life is fragile.
The healthiest person can suddenly get a serious illness. A pine
tree standing proudly on an island can suddenly be swept away
by a tsunami. Isn't this always the case about death? Moreover,
besides Allah (S.W.T), who can really predict life and death?
Since life has been proven to be uncertain, why do so many
people still think that they will have the chance to take action
tomorrow, when they have reached a certain milestone or have
completed certain things?

Think to yourself, what is the most important thing to you?
Some people manage to gain wealth but have lost their best
friends along the way. Some have fame but aren't able to enjoy
it since they are bed-ridden. Who can guarantee that in the next
few years you will still have the things you've got now? Nothing
in this world is forever, all of us have to face birth, growth,
sickness and death. Sadly, only when becoming seriously ill, do
people feel the fragility of life and understand what it feels like
to await death. Since life is out of our control, we need to
constantly remind ourselves that believing in Allah and doing
good deeds are vital in this world to please Allah (S.W.T). Do not
neglect your duty, for it may lead you to a residence in hellfire.

Qu’ran 16:96
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The Hong Kong Islamic Youth Association (HKIYA) was founded in 1973 by the grace of Allah Almighty. On 26th of
May 1999, the Association succeeded in incorporating as a Limited Company by Guarantee under the Companies
Ordinance. The Association is also recognized by the Inland Revenue Department as a charitable organization.

Our aims are to promote Islamic teachings and brotherhood among Muslim youth and the community in Hong Kong
s0 as to seek the pleasure of Allah Almighty, following the example of Beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace and

blessings be upon him), the Companions of the Prophet and guidance in the Holy Quran.
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Sharing the moment : Share the joy of Muslim life; we encourage young people to share their thoughts;

and learn to respect and accept each other's values and ideas through communication.

article by Sr. Rabiya
translated by Sr. Sharifa

Rabiya %%k 5A — IKTMC Sharifa #h %

On the 5th April (Saturday), we join the Cycling Day for Girls organized by
HKIYA in Shatin. Finally! A day for relaxation; where all friends can spend a

cheerful day together drinking the sunshine and inhaling the freshest of air.

In the beginning, many of us had trouble balancing ourselves because some
of us were riding a bike after years. But, with the help and encouragement
by the teachers and a little practice as they say, “Practice makes Perfect’, we
managed it ultimately.

The entire cycling trail was surrounded by a 360-degree awe-inspiring lush
view. We cycled for hours; racing against one another, we were totally
indulged in cycling that we forgot about lunch!

Last but not least, Allahum-dullilah, no one was hurt and everyone enjoyed
a lot. I'm grateful to HKIYA for organizing such a meaningful, healthy and
enjoyable sports event for the Muslim girls.

You are welcome to submit articles for the HKIYA's newsletter "Strive"
ISR EEBEE Please email the article to: hkiya@hkiya.org.hk
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1. The "Sharing the moments" column welcomes to all members; to submit their articles in English and Chinese
(Word-limit for Chinese is 500).

2. The editor of the newsletter reserves the right to edit the submitted article; even with the changes, we will
preserve the stance and main points of the article.

3. The writer must provide their real name and contact information, pen name is allowed. We may not published
the article without notice. The article may not be returned to the writer also.

4. Please Note: If your article is published in our newsletter, HKIYA will own the publishing rights of the articles
for reproduction or publishing to both the local and overseas media (including electronic media such as
websites, social media, etc). The association will not in any way affect the interests and copyright of the writer.

article by Sr. Aaisha Yang
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We bid farewell to the noble month of Ramadan in hot July at Hong Kong.
| and the vast majority of Muslims have spent a meaningful Ramadan.

In Ramadan, besides the fasting, Muslims strive hard for Allah, for Islam, for
Muslims: some took to the streets to protest strongly against the Israeli
aggression and massacres under the scorching sun; some worked hard in
the annual Book Fair; others sent their carefully cooked dishes & pastry to
fellow Muslims; some piously read the Quran; some strived to memorize
Hadith, etc. etc. And | was also thinking about what | could contribute. |
thought | could wash dishes after Iftar, so that others can take rest. This is
the kind of labour on charity as charity is not limited to money. Washing
dishes seem hard, but it’s really nothing as compared to other big deals of
good deeds other fellows did, yet | got the encouragement from my fellow
Muslims.
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My Personal Experience -:
with Ramadan BRXZ "\
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For various reasons, | was not able to complete Taraweeh prayer in
previous years of Ramadan. This year | insisted and completed
Taraweeh of the whole month.

Alhamdulillah! With Allah’s help, we were able to complete the duty
of this Ramadan. | pray to do better and to have more meaningful
Ramadan in future; We should all continue striving to be a Muslim
whom is well pleased by Allah SWT!

Photo credit: Sr. Asiyah Yeung
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Have you ever wanted to explore an adventurous place with
a mountainous Mediterranean coast? Or maybe appreciate
historical architecture while mixing with locals from a foreign
country over a cup of tea?

Being one of the many countries of North Africa, Morocco
has a population of more than 32 million, in which around
99% consists of Muslims. Islam was introduced in Morocco
during 61 AH, and is still a Muslim country uptill now.
Different from Hong Kong, the adhaan can be heard 5 times
a day, no matter where you are located in the country. In
addition, the local newspapers list out the prayer times
every single day. People even get a holiday on Fridays,
some even Thursdays. Islam has great influence on the lives
of Moroccans.

Famous for locally-made carpets and spices, Morocco
consists of exotic culture and dramatic landscapes. However,
it isn't unaffected by the influence of the modern world. Two
of the largest cities are Casablanca and Marrakesh. These two
cities are famous in their own ways, the former is a modern
metropolis while the latter remains an ancient destination.

Casablanca

Casablanca is most famous for the Hassan |l Mosque, which is
considered a landmark of the city. Completed in 1993 for the
late King Hassan's 60th birthday by the French architect
Michel Pinseau, it is the tallest building in the country. It is
said to be one of the world's largest mosques, where more
than 100,000 Muslims can be accommodated for prayer at
once. Imagine being able to pray in congregation with so
many Muslims.

Apart from the mosque, there are a lot of other wonderful
architectures situated in Central and Downtown Casa. The
area is full of French-colonial buildings with a twist of
Moroccon culture. From Islamic arches to rounded balconies,
there is a taste of culture and history in every piece of
heritage in the city, just waiting for you to discover.
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Morocco is a great country for adventurous travellers since
it is highly connected to the environment and provides
with plenty of spectacular views. Adventurers can visit
North Africa's highest peak or go camel trekking in the
desert. If you enjoy nature appreciation, some quiet
bird-watching between December to March would be a
good idea since flocks and flocks of birds reach the
wetlands and lagoons of Casablanca. If lucky enough, you
would be able to see storks, egrets, long-necked cormo-
rants, booted eagles and numerous other species.

Marrakech

With contrast to the densely-packed city of Casablanca,
Marrakech is a relatively quieter and relaxing place. Histori-
cal sites are everywhere, making the place look like a living
museum. It is one of the best places for a taste of traditional
Moroccon culture. Originally built for defense purposes,
Marrakech still preserves its red-mud walls, earning it the
name 'Red City'. Moreover, many other architectures in the
city consist of the ancient red mud material as well.

At the center of the city, the public Djemaa el Fna square acts
as a huge outdoor marketplace and food-hall in Marakkech.
Multiple activities are carried out at once. This includes
street performances of all kinds and food stands. If you love
to blend in with locals to feel their culture, the public
square may teach you a lot.

At the southwest of the public square lies the Koutouba
Mosque, which is more than 900 years old. It is one of the
most important mosques in the whole of Morocco and is a
representative of Morrocon architectural designs. Muslims
from all over the world come to this mosque to pray and
appreciate its heritage.

Near the Koutouba mosque, you can also find a lot of
relaxing gardens where you can bring some mint tea and
observe Mediterranean life from under the shades of olive
groves. It might just help you gain some insight into the
lives of the locals as they gather fruits from the various
trees in the gardens to sell in the market.
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Seeing the muslim world: China and Muslims around the world of life, social and religious current issues, TE ﬁ E}J :%'E.: e SEEING the muslim world

giving the reader a reflection and space to think.
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Your Donation will Help Us to
Develop a Better Muslim ;-‘ﬂ

(ERHIE L (A S BB - IV AE AR R 5 Youth Education Program.  “*+.s

AEBE VL PR « BRI TS & D) - AR AHE SERIIBRATH B3 PISE R — fESE 4
(TR TSI o 1SR IR BB A B A AR IS o R — T M STt HNEBHME DEHFTE

EEBEGHFF TR IREEgRS -
Bank Deposit - Please deposit  $R{TT7EK- i5 17 ATE 2 5R1T
the donation to HSBC accountno.  F[1065-261059-002 °

TEE S Y5 T R 7 [ 2 S L R Y L ] B RS B o B R 065-261059-002. Please fax the & ¢ 5 k 8L ] V1 1k 4,
JE2 % B B R L IE B SF 2 — 0 HUR BV B SRR B R A3 - RS deposit slip together with your  Ritis Az A A (M -

name and contact number to us {EE5FS Fax : 2838 4337

WIS PR ER & B8 TR ST 185 - MAREE R s ) -



lﬁ Find more up-coming events and events’ photos on HKIYA Facebook
Hong Kong Islamic Youth Association (HKIYA) EEEUH'QYA Facebook?ﬁ%%%%ﬁfﬁ@]?ﬁ%%ﬂ*%%ﬁ*ﬁﬁ'

ACTIVITIES REVIEW

Fund Raising for Syrian Refugees

Muslims in Hong Kong feel the desperation and helplessness of
the Syrian Muslims who are suffering in their war torn country
and those who have fled for safety & food in bordering countries.

As soon as HKIYA has announced the “Help The Hungry Syrian
Refugees Fund Raising Campaign” on 7th February, Alhamduallah
donation started to flush in. A Charity Movie Show was
arranged on 29th March and followed with the Charity Sale &
Food Feast which held on 13th April. Anatolia Cultural &
Dialogue Center has supported us with the movie & explanation
after the movie. We received overwhelming support from our
remarkably generous brothers and sisters as well as the Turkish
Consulate who have donated a lot of delicious & beautiful
foods. The most importantly is YOUR participation to make the
event a success. We would like to thanks Brother Huseyin
Ceyhan for initiating and supporting this Campaign. On 24th
March, a bank draft of EURO23,265.78 was despatched to IHH
in Turkey, 1208 food packets had been distributed in surrounding
areas and city center of Idlib, Aleppo and Hama Provinces
of Syria between 14th May and 25th May. On 5th June,
HK$100,000 had been sent to Islamic Relief and Islamic Help in
United Kingdom for distributing Ramadan food packages to
the Syrian Refugees. May Allah SWT accept & reward all your
good deeds and grant peace & victory to the suffering &
oppressed muslims in the world, Aameen!
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2014 Children Eid-ul-Fitr Party FAZ581 R EEENS

Thank you for your participation 351351 & HY<3 £l
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{BE&5EE) ® SERVING the community

WELCOME TO CONTACT US ER3INA SR Ei 1
B Tel: (852) 2892 0021 B BB Email: hkiya@hkiya.org.hk
fEHFax: (852) 2838 4337 A4k Website: www.hkiya.org.hk

Hidik: EEEFEEEA05, BHEEETF ML EFHEPO8E
Address : 8/F, Masjid Ammar & O.R.S. Islamic Centre, 40 Oi Kwan Road, Wanchai, H.K.



